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Summary

With growing communication between China and other parts

of the world, the international communication pattern of China
has been transformed dramatically. In May 2014, at the China
International Friendship Conference celebrating the 60th
anniversary of Chinese People’s Association for Friendship with
Foreign Countries, President Xi Jinping pointed out that “(we
should) promote people-to-people diplomacy, city diplomacy and
public diplomacy, take efforts to develop relationships between
international friendship cities and China, facilitate communication
of local governments between China and foreign countries,

and promote share of public resources, complementary of
advantages as well as cooperation for a win-win result.” The
international communications of Chinese cities is now paid

more attention to and has become a new normality in Chinese
international communication. Based on the new situation, the
Shanghai Institutes for International Studies has published the
vitality index of Chinese cities in international communication.
Accordingly, it analyzes the situation of 46 cities in China, which
has theoretical inspiration for Chinese cities to assess their
international communication and better carry out city diplomacy
in the future.

According to the research, the vitality of a city’s international
communication manifests itself in the depth and range of the
exchange in economics, politics, culture, and social interaction. And
it is also closely related to participation of individuals in politics,
society, economics and culture as well as the interaction between
them. Therefore the first-tier indicator has developed in international
communication vitality of politics, economics, culture and society,



meanwhile the second-tier indicator emphasizes the participation

of individuals in politics, society, economics and culture as well as

the interaction between them. The second-tier indicator in society
includes the number of foreigners living there, of international
flights, of international conferences, of international exhibitions

as well as of the passports held by the citizens. The second-tier
indicator in culture is constituted by the number of international art
performances, English proficiency of the citizens and the number of
restaurants with foreign taste. The second-tier indicator in trade is
constituted by the number of international art performances, English
level of the citizens and the number of restaurants with foreign

taste. The second-tier indicator in politics contains the number of
foreign consulates, of the visits by foreign leaders and of international
organization as well as of friend cities. Taken the accessibility and
analysis operability of statistics into consideration, our research team
has collected data from the official websites of local governments
and their official reports, and the source of the statistics has been
explained in the report.

According to the analysis of vitality indicators in international
communication of 46 cities, the final ranking is based on the equal
weight of the four indicators. Among the 46 cities, the top ten cities in
comprehensive ranking are Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou, Wuhan,
Chongging, Hangzhou, Tianjin, Chengdu, Qingdao and Shenzhen.

The research team has also analyzed them in cluster analysis,
geo-analysis and comparative analysis of every city in the region,

etc. Based on it, the team finds out the close relationship between
international communication vitality and city development. It also
finds that international communication vitality index in sub-regions is
characterized by a prominent leading city and other sharply different
but distinctive cities. There also exists a wide gap between cities

in eastern China and western China, as well as a relatively small

gap between cities in south China and north China in terms of the
vitality index. Ultimately, the team offers constructive suggestions for
improving the international communication vitality of Chinese cities in
four aspects respectively.
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