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Facilitating Open and Inclusive China-African Cooperation: A Study of
the Forum on China-African Cooperation

ZHOU Yuyuan

Abstract:  Multilateralism  shapes contemporary China-African
relations, and China-African cooperation is providing empirical lessons
and impetus for multilateralism. Localization and internationalization
of China-African cooperation has become a prominent feature of
China-African relationship, with the cooperation becoming increasing
open and inclusive, expanding from inter-government cooperation to
social and people-to-people cooperation, and from bilateral to trilateral
and multilateral cooperation. As a successful institutional platform,
the Forum on China-African Cooperation (FOCAC) plays a positive
role in promoting African economic, social and people-oriented
development, and offers huge potential for advocating multilateral
cooperation in Africa. However, there are daunting challenges ahead
in the process of localization and internationalization of China-Africa
cooperation. The full potential for African society to benefit from
China-African cooperation is not yet realized. Structural obstacles
could downgrade trilateral and multilateral cooperation joined or
initiated by China in Africa. China shall stress the strategic
importance of China-African relationship, plan for its further
development in the new era, strive for a more open and inclusive
FOCAC, and build a benign social and international environment for
the Belt and Road Initiative, China-African relations and China’s
international cooperation.

Key words: Forum on China-African Cooperation (FOCAC), China
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Mediated Public Diplomacy and the International Communication of
Chinese Diplomatic Discourse: A Case Study of News Activities of
Chinese Embassy in UK

OU Ya

Abstract: For China, it is important and urgent to communicate its
diplomatic strategy and foreign policy to the world to obtain
understanding, recognition and support for its peaceful rise against
the current unbalanced international communication pattern. As
special means to serve national security and interests, mediated public
diplomacy aims to compete for, obtain and exercise the power of
“claiming the truth” by influencing public opinion through influencing
the media frame in target countries. From 2010 to 2020, the Chinese
Embassy in UK established an operational mechanism of mediated
public diplomacy, underpinned by the Spokesperson System and
centered on the Ambassador * s news activities. Through
Announcement-Active Model, Advocacy-Proactive Model and
Argumentation-Reactive Model, the Embassy delivered messages to,
held dialogues with and exerted influence on the British press. In this
process, the Embassy used the metaphor of “Golden Era” to promote
Sino-British relation narrative and embedded it in a macro narrative
system constructing China’s national identity, values and goals. Such
efforts have helped build China’s national reputation and enhance its
international influence. Also, the Embassy helped cultivate positive
opinion towards China on specific policy issues, which pushed the
British government to pursue policies favorable to China. Under the
established political culture-media system of Britain, Chinese
mediated public diplomacy has its limitations. In the context of China
‘s diplomatic transformation propelled by China’s rise, these efforts,
such as strengthening the advantages of Chinese embassies and

consulates to conduct public diplomacy beyond propaganda,



