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The Logic and History of ASEAN’ s Security Cognition on China:
From the Perspective of International Political Psychology
Wang Jianfeng

Abstract: Security cognition is under the stimulation of external environment
the expectations assessments believes and reasoning processes formed by actors for the
events policies behaviors trends and their development rules in security field. The
change of actors’ security cognition is not spontaneous but is done jointly by the inter—
action of external environmental stimuli and security images projects. The external envi—
ronmental stimulation for the actor is essentially a process of signal transmission and re—
ception after which the actor will have an adjustment process in the psychological envi—
ronment. The final result of the psychological environment responses is that the actor
gradually projects different images of the specific cognitive objects the transition from
one security image to another means the change of actors’ security cognition. In addi—
tion this “stimulus — project” model in its practical operation usually influenced by
some intervention variables such as capability gap historical memory and geopolitical
factors. This article systematically sorts out the logic evolution mechanism of ASEAN’
s changing security cognition towards China by these two core independent variables and
three intervention variables. Using then this analysis framework to examine the history
of ASEAN’ s changing security cognition on China since 1967 and its fundamental
significance is to search for historical experience and strategic lessons to ensure that
ASEAN’ s security cognition on China is always maintained in a positive and positive
direction.

Keywords: security cognition  security image ASEAN  international

political psychology

Singapore’ s National Defense Strategy and Defense Diplomacy
Zhou Shixin
Abstract: Singapore’ s defense strategy is consistent with its unique geopolitical
location as well as international and regional security environment. Since independence
Singapore has always been keeping extremely sensitive to national security avoiding to

be the target of other countries due to its lack of strategic landscape and defensive capa—
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bilities. To this end with the change of recognition of the international and regional se—
curity environment as well as the growth of its military and economic strength Singa—
pore’ s national defense strategy has gone roughly through three stages and has suc—
cessively proposed strategic concepts of “poisonous snake”  “porcupine ” and “the
third generation of armed forces” and currently still exploring new ideas and thoughts.
In order to further strengthen the national security environment Singapore is also active—
ly developing defense diplomacy with other countries mainly relying on the ASEAN
platform to promote the ASEAN Defense Ministers Meeting and the ASEAN Defense
Ministers Meeting Plus and some other multilateral defense cooperation at various lev—
els such as the Five Power Defense Arrangement and military trainings in the United
States Australia and other countries. The defense cooperation between China and Sin-
gapore is in line with Singapore’ s national interests and strategic concepts. The two
sides have actively tried to promote exchanges and talks between defense officials and
think tanks at various levels as well as joint military trainings and exercises and a—
chieved a lot to enhance the bilateral comprehensive cooperative partnership with the
times. It also has a strong constructive significance for promoting regional security and
stability.

Keywords: Singapore National Defense Strategy Defense Diplomacy Poisonous

Shrimp Third Generation of Armed Forces

Interests and Identity of ASEAN Membership:
Myanmar’ s Attitudes and Reactions towards South China Sea Dispute
Shao Jianping Ma Xiaodong

Abstract: As a non — claimant in the South China Sea dispute and member of
ASEAN Myanmar remains neutral on specific disputes in the South China Sea; Calls
upon the parties to settle disputes through peaceful means and safeguard regional peace
and stability; China — ASEAN relations will not be affected by the South China Sea dis—
putes. At the same time as an ASEAN member Myanmar also hopes to exert a certain
influence on the South China Sea during her chairmanship of ASEAN highlighting the
position of its role of “the rotating chairmanship of ASEAN” . Myanmar5 attitudes to—

wards the South China Sea dispute are based on Myanmars diplomatic tradition the im—
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