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The Strategic Intention of Japan’s Regional Integration Policy under the Abe
Administration: From the Perspective of Window of Opportunity and Benefits
of Rules

Cai Liang
From the Japanese perspective, Japan is currently at a relatively disadvantaged position to China in
terms of national strength, however, there is still a window of opportunity for Japan to gain
institutional advantages and benefits of rules in the process of Asia — Pacific regional integration. The
Abe administration gives the priority to TPP negotiations rather than RCEP negotiations, with the
intention of bridging TPP and RCEP and setting up rules of RCEP by following the high level of
liberalization of TPP, which has triggered a fierce debate over the way to construct RCEP rules
between developed and developing countries. Developed countries such as Japan, prefer a fast and
complete way of liberalization within RCEP, while developing countries such as China insist on a
gradual progress of liberalization. The debate has resulted in a time — consuming and low — efficient
RCEP negotiations. Since the formation of CPTPP and Japan — EU EPA, Japan, thinking that it
has seized the opportunity in the establishment of free trade rules and regulations, has become
more positive and flexible in accelerating the RCEP negotiation. Furtherly, China and Japan have
reached some consensus in the general direction of promoting the building of RCEP, which has also

contributed to the substantial progress of the RCEP negotiation in the year 2018.
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