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Certainties and Uncertainties of the Trump Administration’s Taiwan-Strait Policy

Shao Yu-qun and Ji Yi-xin

Abstract: “Uncertainty” has been regarded as a key feature of the Trump administration’s Taiwan-
Strait policy since Donald Trump as President-elect had the telephone conversation with Taiwan lead-
er Tsai Ing-wen in December 2016 and challenged on twitter the United States’ long-held “one-Chi-
na” policy. Based on an analysis of the Trump administration’ s Taiwan-Strait policy, this article
finds the policy to be quite coherent, consistent and “certain” instead, and that it remains under the
“one-China” policy framework adopted by all U. S administrations since President Carter. Other than
the personal character of Donald Trump as a non-traditional political figure, the “uncertainties” of
his administration’s Taiwan-Strait policy are mainly seen in the United States’ strategies toward the
Asia—Pacific and China, its internal political dynamics and, in particular, the complicated Presiden-
tial-Congressional relationship.
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