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(RERB KX E)

Trans-generational Transmission of Choice Trauma.
An Analysis of the Feb. 28 Phenomena in Contemporary Taiwan Politics

Yang Jian

Abstract : The Feb. 28 Incident as a historical trauma in Chinese history has turned into an important element in contempo-
rary Taiwan politics. By means of the selective trauma theory, this paper aims to explore the process in which the Taiwanese
pro-independence leaders take advantage of people’s unbearable psychology from the historical trauma to split the society into
“my group” and “hostile group”. Through so-called truth-seeking process the leaders have tried to establish new hostilities in
an attempt to hinder the social reconciliation between Taiwan and mainland China and to guide Taiwan society into the “cycle of
violence” by their unlimited expansion of self “empowerment”. On the other hand, the paper also makes a careful study of the
operating process of the 228 Memorial Foundation so as to find how the trans-generational transmission of the Feb. 28 Incident
as a choice trauma is realized and the way it undermines the momentum for the final unification.

Key Words ; choice trauma, trans-generational transmission, Taiwan independence, the Feb.28 Incident



